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The Judicial Branch welcomed special 

guest speakers including Arthur Allison, 

New Mexico Secretary of Indian Af-

fairs, and New Mexico Governor Su-

sana Martinez during its conference. 

The Judicial Branch held a conference 

for all its employees October 29 to Oc-

tober 31, 2013, with the theme ñMaking 

the Journey Together for the Future.ò 

Mr. Allison provided  the keynote ad-

dress on the opening day. Governor 

Martinez provided the keynote address 

during the closing session.  

Allison spoke about bringing together 

traditional values and modern systems. 

He also spoke about the challenges with 

crime and jurisdiction. He said that 

these are areas Native Americans in the 

state must constantly be aware of and 

teach their neighbors what rights and 

responsibilities they have in working 

with them.  

Other speakers during 

the general sessions in-

cluded welcoming re-

marks by Chief Justice 

Herb Yazzie, icebreakers 

with motivational speak-

er Pax Harvey, sexual 

harassment training by 

Curtis Heeter and Gloria 

Benally, Roger Martinez 

on the Navajo Nationôs 

retirement and 401K 

plans, the Navajo Nation 

Insurance Services, Eu-

landa Ciccarello on the 

employee benefits pro-

gram, Wilamena Smith on the workersô 

compensation program, and closing re-

marks by Edmund Yazzie, chairman of 

the Law and Order Committee. 

Training 

sessions 

were pro-

vided for 

staff attor-

neys, judg-

es, office 

technicians, 

bailiffs, 

custodians, 

probation 

officers, 

traditional 

program 

specialists 

with the 

Peacemak-

Contôd. on p. 2 

Josh Franken of the National Criminal Justice Center 
conducts training at the 2013 conference. 

 

Judicial Branch employees were recognized for years 
of service. See list of employees on page 4.  
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Judicial districts 

10/31/13ðNew Mexico Governor Susan Martinez greets judges dur-
ing the 2013 Judicial Branch conference. 

10/30/13ðThe Peacemaking Pro-
gram distributed resources to assist 
Traditional Program Specialists at 
the judicial districts with traditional 
teachings, including Dineô Bingo.  

10/29/13ðJudicial Branch staff members laugh during the ice breaker 
at the opening general session of the 2013 conference. 
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ing Program and the Law and Order 

Committee members. 

Judges and attorneys received ses-

sions on evidence rulings, conducting 

the jury trial and legal writing. Clerks 

received training in case management 

and court procedures,. They also com-

bined sessions with office technicians 

on customer service and with the judg-

es on conducting the jury trial. Office 

technicians also attended sessions on 

working with administrative functions 

and vehicle safety and inspection. 

Bailiffs were trained in defensive tac-

tics and discussed court security policy 

and general safety and evacuation. 

Custodians attended sessions on per-

sonnel protective equipment, fall pro-

tection, safety and health blood borne 

Contôd. on p. 8 
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Quarterly report highlights 

On September 11-12, 2014, the Tuba City Judicial 

District hosted a federal jury trial of the United States 

District Court for the District of Arizona. U.S. District 

Judge Murray Snow presided over the case of United 

States v. Edsel A. Badoni. The hosting of the court pro-

ceeding on the Navajo Nation gave the general public 

and staff an opportunity to witness a federal trial first-

hand and to learn more about the federal justice system. 

Judge Snow answered questions regarding the federal 

system during the ñmeet and greetò session for stu-

dents, local practitioners, staff from law enforcement, 

corrections, prosecutors, public defenders, and the gen-

eral public.  

On August 23, 2013, the Tuba City Judicial District 

sponsored the Criminal Justice Summit. Judge Allen 

Sloan facilitated the meeting with assistance from staff 

attorney Tina Tsinigine, court administrator Alice 

Huskie, and office technician Orlando Sam. In attend-

ance were law enforcement, corrections, courts, proba-

tion/parole services, peacemaking, social services, local 

schools and other local service providers that have an 

interest in delivery of services by the justice system. 

With collaborative efforts, the group hopes to continue 

work on identifying ways to share and streamline exist-

ing processes to better serve the community. 

On September 26, 2013, Judge Allen Sloan provided 

training to peacemakers and peacemaking program 

staff on Child Custody Evaluator pursuant to Navajo 

Nation Supreme Court No. SC-CV-28-13. The peace-

makers were provided information on what is expected 

of them to address in peacemaking sessions when chil-

dren cases are referred. 

On September 18-19, 2013, Judge Allen Sloan and 

staff attorney Tina Tsinigine attended the Division of 

Social Services training that focused on case mapping 

for the Child and Family Service operations. The manu-

al is designed to ensure and maintain the continuum of 

services based on method of intervention and system of 

care models. The goal to revising the protocols was to 

ensure consistency with the enactment of the new chil-

dren code. 

On September 23, 2013, court administrator Alice 

Huskie shared with the Law and Order Committee in-

formation on the status of the new court building. The 

staff moved into the new building in February 2013; 

however, during the summer, several building issues 

were encountered, i.e., a clogged drain pipe, water 

break in the mechanical room which caused flooding in 

five rooms and hallways, some air conditioning units 

not working, and doors not closing properly. Testing of 

the air and walls were done to ensure all is safe. As re-

quired, warranty service requests were submitted and 

repairs completed with the exception of two items. 

Staff attorney Tina Tsinigine provided six pro se train-

ings for the public. Training sessions are for individuals 

who wish to file pro se packets with the court. Individu-

als who want to represent themselves in court are re-

quired to attend pro se training so they are aware of 

what the law requires and their duties and responsibili-

ties in court.  

Å July 30, 2013 Guardianship Attendance ï 25  

Å July 31, 2013 Probate & Quiet Title Attendance ï 

28  

Å August 1,2013 Corrections of Records Attendance 

ï 27  

Å August 27, 2013 Probate & Quiet Title Attend-

ance ï 7  

Å September 30, 2013 Correction of Record/Name 

Change Attendance ï 12  

Å September 30, 2013 Guardianship Attendance ï 

10  

Leadership Institute-Connecting Northern Arizona. On 

August 8, 2013, staff attorney Tina Tsinigine attended 

the Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Summit in 

Flagstaff, Arizona. The Coconino County Coordinated 

Community Response Team to Domestic Violence and 

Sexual Assault (CCRT) hosted the second annual lead-

ership summit in order to connect northern Arizona and 

state-wide efforts addressing sexual assault and domes-

tic violence. Representatives from governmental agen-

cies from across the State of Arizona who address do-

mestic and sexual violence cases attended the meeting. 

The group worked on developing a clear and consistent 

procedure for evidence collection to document the level 

of risk faced by DV victims and their children. The pro-

cess involved all components from dispatch through 

judicial processing.  

On September 23, 2013, Staff Attorney Tina Tsinigine 
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Employee recognition 
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Regina Begay-

Roanhorse 

Brandyn Jimmie Be-

nallie 

Andrea J. Boyd 

Elton R. Dalgai 

Valerie D. Descheny 

Carol Marie Frazier 

Juanita Goodluck 

Janice Harvey 

Lawson A. Harvey 

Racquel L. Hurley 

Linda D. Lee 

Marquerita A. Lincoln 

Carol Kirk Perry 

Efeleina Yazzie 

35 Years 
Mattie Roan 

30 Years 
Esther M. Jose 

Lenora Ann 

Begay 

Tom B. 

McCrary 

25 Years 
Lucia M. Barton-

Jensen 

Paulette C. Begay 

Eleanor Shirley 

Virginia T. Vandever 

Barbara A. Willeto 

Marshall A. Benally 

20 Years 
Charlotte Tapaha 

Darlene V. LaFrance 

Loretta Yazzie 

Genevieve Woody 

Verlena Hale 

M. Teresa Hopkins 

Larry A. Hoskie Jr. 

Michael V. Smith 

15 Years 
Darrin Clyde 

Michelle A. Dennison 

Vinton A. Yazzie 

Mattie Roan (center) has served the Navajo Nation for 35 years. 
She is currently a court clerk at Window Rock Judicial District. 

Michael V. Smith (center) has worked for the Navajo Nation 
for 20 years. He is the court clerk for the Supreme Court. 

10 Years 

Judicial Branch employees were recognized for years of service with the Navajo Nation on October 30, 2013. 


